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June 17, 2026

Dear Students, Parents and Families,

To our amazing students: well done on finishing another school year! This is a good time to
celebrate everything you have accomplished over the past several months. You worked hard,
took on challenges, learned new things and continued to grow. You should be proud of all you
have achieved this year.

As you begin your summer break, take time to rest, explore your interests, and enjoy time with
family and friends. However you choose to spend your summer, | hope you make the most of the
months ahead.

To the graduating Class of 2026, congratulations on reaching this important milestone.
Graduation marks the end of one chapter and the beginning of another. Whether your next step
is college, university, an apprenticeship, the workforce or another pathway, | wish you every
success in the years ahead.

As families look ahead to September and the start of a new school year, there are a few things to
keep in mind. Ontario schools will continue to focus on helping students build strong foundations
in reading, writing and math while preparing them for success beyond the classroom. Students in
elementary schools will learn from the same core materials and benefit from a revised
Kindergarten curriculum focused on foundational literacy, math and science skills. In Grade 7 and
8, updated History courses will include new mandatory content on the history of Black
Canadians.

In high schools, students in Grade 10 History will have new learning about Black history, the
Holocaust and Holodomor. Students will also be required to demonstrate financial literacy as part
of earning their high school diploma. To help provide clearer expectations and a more
comprehensive picture of student achievement, high school students will complete written final
exams during a dedicated exam period, and attendance and classroom participation will form part
of their final grade. Together, these changes will help students stay engaged in their learning and
be better prepared for life after graduation.
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| hope the summer ahead provides an opportunity to recharge and enjoy some well-earned time
together. | wish you and your family a safe, happy and enjoyable summer.

Sincerely,
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The Honourable Paul Calandra
Minister of Education



